
  

  AGENDA ITEM NO: 3 
HAMBLETON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report To: Planning Committee      
  19 July 2012 
 
From:  Director of Housing and Planning Services 
 
Subject: CONSIDERATION OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

(NPPF) IN RELATION TO UNDETERMINED APPLICATIONS 
 

All Wards 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND:     
 
1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (“NPPF”) was published on 27 March 2012.  The 

NPPF constitutes new national planning policy and it cancelled a large number of earlier 
national planning documents.  Prior to the publication of the NPPF the Council had resolved 
to grant planning permission for a number of developments but for various reasons, such 
as the need to negotiate planning obligations, the decision notices have not been issued 
and so planning permission not formally granted.  There are 10 such applications ranging 
from small applications such as a change of use application from an office to a dental 
surgery, through to a mixed use scheme of 925 dwellings, employment, shops, restaurants 
and other matters at Sowerby Gateway.  The issues raised on the various applications are 
therefore very wide-ranging. 

 
1.2 It is a principle of planning law that the decision maker must take into account all material 

planning considerations in dealing with applications and the NPPF is an important material 
consideration.  Legal advice is that before the decision notices are issued the Council must 
have regard to the NPPF; this means Planning Committee considering each application 
against the NPPF. 

 
1.3 This report therefore considers whether any of the policy in the NPPF would be “material” to 

the decisions that Planning Committee previously reached on each of the applications.  All 
interested parties,  including Parish/Town Councils, neighbours and all statutory and other 
consultees have been re-consulted on the implications of the NPPF for each application. 

 
2.0 DECISIONS SOUGHT:    
 
2.1 To determine whether, in the light of the NPPF, each of the proposals in the attached 

annexes should still be granted planning permission in the same way. 
 
3.0 ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED:  
 
3.1 The issue for the Committee to consider is the implications of the new policy advice in the 

NPPF and cancellation of previous Government guidance for the decision on each of the 
proposals. 

 
3.2 Annexes A1 to A10 assess each of the 10 proposals.  The previous national planning policy 

considerations from the original Committee report are reproduced, including which PPGs, 
PPSs, circulars etc were referred to and what the report said about their relevance to the 
application.  Then there is a summary of whether the NPPF says anything material to the 
consideration of the application.  This is followed by a summary of the outcome of 
consultations and conclusions on the implications for the decision; principally should the 
Council come to the same decision having considered the NPPF. 



 
3.3 The NPPF should be read and applied as a whole but there are some key messages which 

permeate throughout the document.  Foremost is the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development (para 14) which for decision-taking means, “approving development proposals 
that accord with the development plan without delay”, and where the development plan is 
absent, silent or relevant policies are out-of-date, granting planning permission unless the 
adverse impacts are unacceptable.  Another important message is that decision-takers may 
continue to give full weight to their LDFs even if there is a limited degree of conflict with the 
NPPF until March 2013. 

 
4.0 RECOMMENDATION:  
 
4.1 That the resolution of granting planning permission subject to the same conditions/legal 

agreement be confirmed for each of the proposals as set out in Annex A to this report. 
 
 
 
  
 
MICK JEWITT 
  
 
 
Background papers:  • Planning application documents and reports to the Planning 

Committee on each of the 10 proposals identified in Annex A.  The 
details of the planning applications, consultation responses and 
the report to Planning Committee on each of the proposals are 
available at www.hambleton.gov.uk 

• The National Planning Policy Framework, CLG, March 2012 
• Notification to contributors/consultees of proposal to consider the 

consistency with the NPPF sent 6 June 2012 
 

Author ref: MAJ 
 

Contact:  Mick Jewitt 
Director of Housing and Planning 
Direct Line: 767053 

  
    


















































































































